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SUB J : THIRD COMMITTEE-DUTCH VIEWS ON HANDLING OF TORTURE ITEM 
REF: (A) STATE 243873; (B) USUN 5219 

1. SUMMARY: MFA HAS REGISTERED CONCERN ABOUT POSSIBLE ADVERSE 
EFFECT ON US PROPOSAL FOR EXPERT GROUP ON THE OBJECTIVE-WITH 
WHICH DUTCH STRONGLY IDENTIFY-OF SECURING ADOPTION AT 30TH UNGA 
OF DECLARATION ON TORTURE. MFA PLANNING RENEWED DEMARCHE ON 
THIS SUBJECT IN WASHINGTON. END SUMMARY 

2. MFA (VAN BOVEN) CALL IN POLCOUNS OCTOBER 23 TO REGISTER 
CONCERN THAT US INITIATIVE FOR GROUP OF EXPERTS TO STUDY AND 
REPORT ON TORTURE WOULD FOUL UP ADOPTION BY CURRENT UNGA OF 
DECLARATION ON TORTURE APPROVED BY 5TH UN CONGRESS ON THE PREVEN- 
TION OF CRIME AT GENEVA. IN ARGUMENT CLOSELY PAR ALT .FLING 
DEMARCHES REPORTED REFTELS. AND STRESSING THAT DUTCH FULLY SHARED 
WITH US THE OBJECTIVE OF SEEKING MAXIMUM EFFECTIVE MEASURES TO 
ELIMINATE TORTURE, VAN BOVEN SAID THAT DISCUSSION OF PROPOSAL FOR 
ESTABLISHMENT OF EXPERTS GROUP COULD BRING INTO PLAY FORCES 
WHICH MIGHT MAKE ADOPTION OF DECLARATION ON TORTURE VERY DIFFI- 
CULT. IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE. 
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3. ASKED WHY DUTCH FELT SUCH A DANGER EXISTED, ESPECIALLY IN 
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LIGHT OF RECENT ADOPTION WITHOUT VOTE OF THE DRAFT DECLARATION AT 
THE 5TH CONGRESS, VAN BOVEN REPLIED THAT COMPOSITION OF DELS 
AT CONGRESS WAS SUCH AS TO MUTE POTENTIAL OPPOSITION. EVEN SO, 

HE NOTED, LANGUAGE IN ORIGINAL DRAFT ARTICLE 12 (REFERRING TO 
MEASURES OF IMPLEMENTATION) HAD HAD TO BE DROPPED TO SECURE 
UNANIMOUS PASSAGE. THERE WAS, HE FELT, REAL DANGER THAT PROPOSAL 
WITH TEETH IN IT, SUCH AS US SUGGESTION FOR EXPERTS GROUP, WOULD 
SET OFF STRONG OPPOSITION. VAN BOVEN RECOGNIZED THAT STATE DEPT 
OFFICERS WITH WHOM DUTCH EMBASSY HAD BEEN IN TOUCH (REF A) DID 
NOT SEEM TO TAKE SUCH PESSIMISTIC VIEW. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, 

VAN BOVEN SAID THAT SWEDEN SHARED DUTCH TACTICAL ASSESSMENT, 

BUT ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THIS MIGHT NOT BE THE CASE ON THE PART OF 
EC-9 WITH WHOM HE SAID MATTER HAD NOT BEEN DISCUSSED. 

4. WHEN POLCOUNS ASKED, ON PERSONAL BASIS, WHETHER SEPARATING 
MATTER INTO TWO RESOLUTION WOULD BE BETTER, VAN BOVEN REPLIED 
NEGATIVELY. WHEN IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT HIS PRESENTATION WAS 
TANTAMOUNT TO ASKING US TO RETREAT ON PUBLICLY STATED OBJECTIVE 
WHICH, AS HE KNEW, ALSO ENJOYED STRONG DUTCH PUBLIC SUPPORT. 

VAN BOVEN CONCEDED POLITICAL IMPERFECTIONS OF LINE HE WAS SUG- 
GESTING. EH AGAIN SAID GON WANTED, AS A FIRST STEP, TO MAXIMIZE 
CHANGES FOR ADOPTION OF DRAFT DECLARATION. THIS WOULD PROVIDE 
BASIS FOR FURTHER STEPS SUCH AS CONSTITUTION OF EXPERTS GROUP. 

5. WALRAVEN, WHO ALSO SAT IN ON THIS MEETING, VOICED CONCERN 

THAT US WOULD BE INTRODUCTING RESOLUTION WITHOUT CONSPONSORSHIP OF 
OTHER DELEGATIONS WHO HAD WORKED ON DRAFT DECLARATION IN THE PAST. 

6. VAN BOVEN CONCLUDED CONVERSATION BY SAYING NETHERLANDS EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON WOULD BE INSTRUCTED TO MAKE ANOTHER STRONG DEMARCHE. 
HE AGREED TO SUGGESTION THAT OUR RESPECTIVE DELEGATIONS IN NEW 
YORK STAY IN CLOSE TOUGH. 

7. COMMENT: VAN BOVEN, WHO, BESIDES HANDLING THIS ISSUE IN MFA, 

IS DUTCH AUTHORITY IN HUMAN RIGHTS FIELD, CLEARLY SOMEWHAT UPSET 
THAT CAREFULLY CALIBRATED PLANS LEADING UP TO ADOPTION BY 30TH 
UNGA OF DRAFT DECLARATION ON TORTURE, IN WHICH NETHERLANDS HAS 
INVESTED CONSIDERABLE EFFORT AND WITH WHICH IT IS CLOSELY IDENTI- 
FIED, SHOULD BE CROSSED BY ANOTHER EFFORT OF OUR OWN WHICH, AS 
HE SEES IT, PUTS DECLARATION IN JEOPARDY. WHILE FROM HERE IT 
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IS DIFFICULT TO JUDGE TO WHAT DEGREE HIS CONCERNS ABOUT POSSIBLE 
OPPOSITION TO THE DECLARATION ARE WELL FOUNDED, HIS COMMENTS 
INDICATE THAT DUTCH HAVE NOT YET CAREFULLY CHECKED THEIR ASSESS- 
MENT WITH WEO'S. POSSIBLY, DUTCH CONCERNS COULD BE ASSUAGED IF 
IT COULD BE DEMONSTRATED THAT THEY ARE NOT SHARED BY OTHERS. IN 
ANY EVENT, CLOSE CONSULTATION IN NEW YORK WOULD HELP OVERCOME 
WHAT ARE OBVIOUSLY SENSITIVE FEELINGS HERE. 

GOULD 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HUMAN RIGHTS, AGREEMENT DRAFT, COMMITTEE MEETINGS, UNCONVENTIONAL WARFARE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 OCT 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: buchantr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975THEHA05425 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750370-0257 
From: THE HAGUE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9751 026/aaaaaxly. tel 

Line Count: 115 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 STATE 243873 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: buchantr 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 1 JUN 2003 by KelleyW0>; APPROVED <20 OCT 2003 by buchantr> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: THIRD COMMITTEE-DUTCH VIEWS ON HANDLING OF TORTURE ITEM 
TAGS: SHUM, NL, UNGA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



